SOCIAL MOVEMENTS FOR SEXUAL/GENDER RIGHTS
Restrictions placed on gender and sexual freedoms as well as deeply rooted sexual/gender inequality has, during the 20th century,
resulted in numerous movements for women's liberation, and later for the liberation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, transexual,
intersex and queer persons.
The struggle for gender equality and women's rights was initiated between the 18th and 19th centuries. By the middle of the twentieth
century, the women's movement successfully unmasked some of the most severe forms of women's submission in patriarchal society. It
advocated the right to vote, right to education and employment, reproductive rights including the right to safe abortion, as well as
economic independence and dignity.
In the region of former Yugoslavia, feminist initiatives and groups had been initiated by the end of the 1970s in Belgrade, Ljubljana and
Zagreb and their number has been constantly increasing. They played an important role in the struggle for women's rights in this region
and during the war they participated in peace movements, acted across borders and opposed militarism and war (which further diminish
position of women in the society). Women's groups articulated the issue of war rapes as a crime against humanity. They generated a
number of projects and actions that indicated discrimination of women in different spheres of public and private life and influenced the
development of policies about sex equality.
gs? What was/is their impact?
When were feminist groups initiated in your surroundin

According to the definition offered by Encyclopedia Britannica “feminism is the social movement that demands for women the equal
rights and the same status that men have, as well as the freedom to choose independently their career and the organization of life”. This
definition refers to a historical starting point and not to unitary theoretical and critical perspectives. Feminisms have taken many forms
and directions. We can differentiate between liberal, radical, Marxist, psychoanalytical, postmodern, postcolonial, ecofeminism,
transfeminism _____________, _____________, _____________, _____________,
minism?
How do you define your fe

Transfeminism broadens the concept of gender through holding that gender is a question of performativity, choice and right. Through
the right to gender ambiguity and gender contradiction, genders become infinite in their number. Through broadening of feminist
concepts, transfeminism strives to remove foundations of patriarchal oppression based on sex/gender binarism. Transfeminism views
any method of assigning sex to be socially and politically constructed, and advocates a social arrangement where one is free to assign
one’s own sex (or non-sex).

There are two dominant theoretical approaches to the understanding of gender within feminism. The first one
perceives gender as a system built on the difference between sexes that is given, and the other one rejects the
dichotomy of sex and gender, nature and culture.
The lesbian and gay movement started organizing public actions during the 1970s. It opposes homophobia and advocates for the
right to diversity and against discrimination based on sexual orientation. Transgender, transexual, intersex
and queer movements consolidated during the 1990s. Their focus is on changing dominant sex/gender forms and
constructs through the right to sexual/gender identity, freedom of gender expression, and opposing discrimination
based on intersex characteristics.
Points of overlap and departure
Both feminist movements and LGBTIQ movements advocate for sex/gender freedoms and rights. The foundations
of these movements are the same as they jointly recognize patriarchy and a heteropatriarchal social order as the
root of problems. However, there are differences in terms of their aims, goals, spheres of activity and
exclusion/inclusion of issues, identities and rights.
Common goals of these movements include opposing patriarchy, the right to make choices about one’s own body
and the struggle against sex/gender based violence.
The points where differences arise pertain to the understanding of sex/gender constructs and
identities. Feminism has for its subject women, and it is based on women's experiences and the
oppression of women which supports sex/gender binarism. There are also differences within
LGBTIQ movements where lesbian, gay, and bisexual movements, in its advocacy for
issues of sexual orientation, confirm unchangeability of sex, while transgender, transexual,
intersex and queer movements address the right to self-identification, self-defining
sex/gender identity and oppose ideas of set and unchangeable sexes/genders.
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HUMAN RIGHTS

= human rights = human right

Human rights imply rights, freedoms and obligations of each human being. There is no hierarchy of human rights nor can they be taken
away or derogated unless in specific situations such as war.

Basic characteristics of human rights are:





Universality,
Inalienability,
Indivisibility, and
Inter-dependance and inter-relatedness.

Principles of human rights are:
 Non-discrimination and equality,
 Participation and inclusion, and
 Accountability and the rule of law.

Human rights are divided into: personal, political and civil, economic, social and cultural rights.
Continue the list of human rights!
 Right to life
 Right to freedom
 Right to non-discrimination
and equality
 Right to health
 Right to education













Right to freedom of movement
Right to work
Right to freedom of speech
Right to freedom of expression
Right to health insurance
Right to social care










Right to information
Right to family
Right to participation
Right to religion

Human rights are the same for all persons, although legislations of some States might not be based on human rights standards. Rule of
law does not imply promotion, protection and respect of human rights unless the State laws incorporate standards and instruments of
human rights and characteristics as well as the needs of people/groups/communities. It is very important that State legislation be
harmonized with international human rights standards in order to avoid daily discrimination and social exclusion.

ts = human rights = human rights = huma
Discrimination implies unequal treatment and it occurs when laws, States, institutions, and individuals unequally treat individuals
and/or particular group(s)/populations (without legitimate and reasonable cause) in comparison with other
individuals/groups/populations regarding the same issue. Discrimination can be legal, institutional or social. Additionally, discrimination
can be direct or indirect, as well as positive (in the case of the latter, positive discrimination is used in order to obtain equality between
certain groups/populations).
Multiple discrimination occurs when a person and/or particular groups/populations are unequally treated on more than one grounds.
Social exclusion implies exclusion of individuals and/or groups/populations from participating in social, economic, political, and
cultural life due to one's own characteristics and/or status leading to having less opportunities than other individuals/groups.
Although sexual/gender identity is not directly correlated with sexual orientation, persons who are trans* or intersex and also same-sex
oriented face double discrimination and social exclusion.

= human rights = human right

Where did human rights come from?

Cyrus cylinder, British Museum

Throughout history, various influential documents have been considered to be some of the first legal codes. Ur-Nammu, King of Sumer,
created the first known legal codex in the world (2050 b.n.e.). Other examples are known, mostly from Mesopotamia, Iran, China, and
India: Eshnunna Code (1930 b.n.e.), Lipit-Ishtar Code (1870 b.n.e.), Code of Hammurabi (1760 b.n.e.), Vedas, Bible, Qur'ān, Analects
of Confucius, Edicts of King Ashoka ... Especially important is one particular document which dates from the period of Cyrus the Great,
King of Medeo-Persia, from the 6th century b.n.e. The Cyrus Cylinder is considered to be the first human rights document as it stipulates
the same rights for all religious and ethnic groups as well as for both men and women, giving everyone equal rights to practice their
religion.

Human rights are violated each day. Through various historic periods, denial and violation of human rights have been of huge
proportions. The whole system of slavery was extremely discriminatory on the grounds of nationality, ethnic background/identity,
religion, skin color, race, and other status. Slaves and women were not regarded as human beings and worthy of (human) rights, and
therefore did not enjoy rights to freedom, life, voting, freedom of movement, work, etc. Two World Wars were based on discrimination,
violence, and torture of persons/groups/nations on the grounds of nationality, ethnic background/identity, religion, skin color, race,
sexual orientation, and other status. After World War II, United Nations (UN), Council of Europe (CoE), and European Union (EU) were
formed as entities which draft and standardize human rights through Conventions, mechanisms and instruments. Each member State is
obligated to respect Conventions and to harmonize them with national legislation.
What is included in the UN Charter of Human Rights?

www.ohchr.org

When was the European Convention for Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
written and is your State a signatory?
www.coe.int
What is the basic document of the European Union and what States are signatories?

www.europa.eu

exercise: In footsteps
- sex, gender,
identities andrights
human rights = huma
ts =Group
human
rights
= human
Aim:
To become aware of the process of socialization, having same possibilities,
social exclusion/inclusion, and one's own individuality and human rights.
Steps:
1. Ask all individuals to make a line in the center of the room,
standing next to each other, holding hands, and facing in the
same direction.
2. Assign to each person one of the following characters (or
create your own):
 Intersex individual,
 Transexual MTF individual who completes the sex modification at
the age of 30,











What is needed: Larger room.
Minimum 8-10 individuals.
Duration of the exercise is 1 hour.
Heterosexual individual who is socialized and identifies as a woman,
Roma individual who uses a wheel chair since 3 years old,
Lesbian who comes out to herself at the age of 17,
Bisexual individual who is socialized and self-identified as a man,
Androgynous individual who does not identify by sex and gender,
Heterosexual individual who identifies as a man,
Single mother without health insurance,
Civil war victim (60% legal handicap) who is unemployed,
Canadian man, a foreigner, who works for EU.

3. Tell the group that they will be moving through life stages within the general social community/group, from birth to age 60+. In the
case they have any questions regarding their assigned identities, they can ask questions at the beginning or during the exercise.
4. Initiate movement through ages, starting with age 3, giving examples of where they should be or can be according to their stories
(kindergarten, primary school, high school, University, (un)employed, (not) in a relationship, (not) married, (not) a parent, and so on).
5. After each given age, ask the participants to take a step forward, backward or to stay in the same place contingent to their identity and
acceptance in the society (the question is whether they think they have the same opportunities as other people to go forward in their
life). It is also important for all of them to hold onto each others hands for as long as possible.
6. After each round, ask participants where they are and why they have chosen to take the step they have taken. Let them tell their
stories. Every once and a while or when needed, ask them how they feel, how people around them accept them, and why?
7. After the final round, ask participants to briefly reflect on their overall feelings and experiences.
8. While still standing, ask them to reflect on their physical positioning in regards to others, about those in front of them and those behind
them, about (not) being able to hold hands with individuals next to them.
9. Accentuate human rights and the connection among people through holding hands, and how some individuals have a possibility to go
forward and some do not as a result of being different. Initiate a discussion about diversity and how it is conditioned by sex, gender,
nationality, residency, etc.
10. Conclude the discussion with a short relaxation period.
Possible outcome: Participants will be given a possibility to acquire other identities and to understand and accept them, focusing on the issues of sex,
gender, discrimination, socialization, conditioning, personal choices and opportunities, and human rights. Also, it is possible that participants might learn
more about other identities and ask questions they would not otherwise.

Sex and gender as grounds
of non-discrimination

= human rights = human right

Sex as an identity is traditionally seen as
fixed, while gender is seen as its social
extension and form. Human rights
standards state that discrimination on
the grounds of sex is prohibited and
punishable, but only from the
perspective of one of the two sexes
„male“ and „female“. This binary concept
denies ambiguity or lack of identification
on the grounds of sex. The right to
identity on the basis of sex and gender
has to be respected even when it
transgresses categories of „male“ and
„female“ sex and gender, creating
socially non existant categories or their
transgression. The right to a non-identity
also has to be protected as it concerns
integrity and needs of each human being
and not needs of the society to reproduce
binary categories.

Sex in national legislation and
international conventions and
instruments is stated as a ground of nondiscrimination, but although it is not
defined, it implies only the classical
binary social construction of M and F.
According to International Conventions,
although not directly, sex also implies
gender, sexual orientation and sexual
identity to a point*. However, other
grounds of discrimination on the basis of
sex and gender are not recognized and
included, although they are becoming
more visible through General Comments
and Special Rapporteurs' reports,
especially regarding the rights to health
and life.

Even though intersexuality is not
mentioned in any Conventions or State
legislations, in 1999, based on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
Columbia's Highest Court issued three
decisions which restrict the possibility
of parents and doctors to authorize
genital surgeries of intersex babies and
younger intersex children. These
decisions were adopted as the first in
the world regarding intersexuality from
the perspective of human rights.
Columbia's Court also recognizes
interesexual persons as a minority
which the State must protect, also
obliging the State to respect the right of
each person to self-identify in regards
to one's sexual identity*.

The Yogyakarta Principles have been
created as a set of principles on the
application of international human rights
law in relation to sexual orientation and
gender identity.
http://www.yogyakartaprinciples.org/

* ICCPR, 1994, and CESCR,
General Comment 14, The right
to the highest attainable standard
of health, ICESCR, 2000,
E/C.12/2000/4

A Human Rights Investigation Into The Medical 'Normalization' of Intersex People:
A Report of a Public Hearing by the Human Rights Commission of the City and
C o u n t y o f S a n F r a n c i s c o , M a r c u s D e M a r í a A ra n a , ( 2 0 0 5 ) ,
http://www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/sfhumanrights/Committee_Meetings/
Lesbian_Gay_Bisexual_Transgender/SFHRC%20Intersex%20Report(1).pdf
International Human Rights References to Human Rights Violations on the
Grounds of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, International Commission of
Jurists, (2006), http://www.icj.org/IMG/UN_references_on_SOGI.pdf
The Invisible Q? Human Rights Issues and Concerns of LGBTIQ persons in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Đurković S., (2007), Sarajevo: Organization Q.
http://www.queer.ba/udruzenjeq/en/udruzenje.htm
Press for Change, http://www.pfc.org.uk

* More about the
decisions of the Highest
Court of Columbia,
initiatives of The Human
Rights Commission of the
City and County of San
Francisco (SFCHR) and
the Intersex Society of
North America (ISNA)
at www.isna.org and
http://www.sfgov.org/site/
sfhumanrights_index.asp

ts = human rights = human rights = huma
Grounds of discrimination which should be included in
human rights standards:







Sex
Gender
Sexual identity
Gender identity and/or expression
(Inter)sexual characteristics
Sexual orientation

It is necessary that human rights include the following:

 Right to one's own body, (inter)sexual characteristics,
identity and integrity
 Right to self-conception of sexual and/or gender identity
and there modifications
 Rigth to self-definition, self-identification, choice, gender
expression, sexuality and dignity
 Right to sexual orientation
 Right to personal conception of sex and gender

Some court cases:
 Zealand Attorney General vs. The Family Court of Otahuhu (1994) - As a result of this decision, New Zealand had to legally
recognize modified sex in order to grant the right to marriage.
 B. vs. France (1992) - As a result of this decision, France had to change B.'s birth certificate in order to list her new sex.
 X., Y., and Z. vs. UK (1997) - X. was post-op trans man who was in a stable relationship with Y. Z. was born as Y.'s biological child
as a result of artificial insemination. UK denied X. a right to adopt the child, denying his right to privacy and family. This case went to
the European Court of Human Rights, but X., Y., and Z. lost the case.
 Goodwin vs. UK (2002) - As a result of this decision, a transexual woman gained the right to be legally recognized as a woman.
What positive and negative examples of (activist) work and inititives do you know?

Some examples:

 Gender PAC’s work on protection of human rights in regards to gender, sexual identity, gender identity,
and gender expression (www.gpac.org)
 Recommendations for Media on treating gender issues and usage of gender sensitive language
in B&H media, Press Council, Bosnia and Herzegovina (http://www.vzs.ba/en/?ID=157)
 In 2005, India started using three categories for sex on its passport applications: male, female, and
other (https://passport.gov.in/pms/OnlineRegistration.jsp)

SEX AND GENDER: CREATION AND REACTION THROUGH HISTORY

˛ Magna Mater – Anatolia –
today's Turkey (Cybele from
Çatal Hüyük, circa 6500
b.n.e.)

Goddess Magna Mater (Great Mother) is a dominant
figure of traditional religions as a Goddess Mother
and a Goddess of nature and fertility. Almost all
cultures of the world, from Anatolia to India, Greece
and Egypt, celebrated the Goddess Mother. She is
known under different names: Cybele, Ishtar,
Astarte, Isis, Gaea, Hera, Rhea, Afrodite, Demeter,
Maia, Ops, Tellus, Ceres and many other. The
religion of Magna Mater is one of the oldest
religions and it is based on the mysteries. Religion
of Cybele was the official religion of Rome for 600
years, which was also the case in other regions until
the rise of Christianity.

The oldest statue of the Goddess Mother dates from
the 7th century b.n.e. (Anatolia) and it represents the Goddess who
resembles both sexes. Priestesses adorned in long robes conducted
religious rites. The order of Gallae priestesses was made out of persons
male by sex who had undergone various rituals, including castration.
According to different scripts, these trans priestesses were also known as
gallae, enarees, and megabyzes.

„He that is wounded in the stones,
or hath his privy member cut off,
shall not enter the congregation
of the Lord“. 23:1. Deuteronomy
(Fifth Book of the Old Testament)

Greek mythology is full of
stories and legends about
intersexulity, sex modification
and transgenderism. Gods and
Goddesses, heroes and heroines
who were known by their
transgender expression include:
Achilles, Hercules/Herakles,
Dionysus, Athena and others.

6th century b.n.e.
Poet Sappho lives on the
Lesbos island in Greece
and writes about love
among women.

11th-7th century b.n.e.
„The woman shall not wear that
which pertaineth unto a man,
neither shall a man put on a
woman's garment: for all that
do so are abomination unto the
Lord thy God“. 22:5
˛ Egypt

All around the world, transgender and
intersex individuals were accepted
within their communities, and were
appreciated and highly respected for
their abilities and knowledge.

Sappho

˛ Queen/King Hatshepsut,
Egypt (15th century b.n.e.)

Research the legend
about Hermaphroditos.
Find out what the
following words mean:
berdache, two-spirit,
virgina, bade (bote),
winkte, nadleeh, gallea,
enaree, hirja, viado,
bicha, mahu, kathoey,
bakla, mukhannathun,
khuntha, fa'afafine,
quariwarmi, muxe,
kuaxing.

˛ Statue of Atenea,
Valencia, Spain

Ramayana (4th-2nd century b.n.e.)
Some versions of Ramayana state
that Rama goes to exile. Halfway
to the forest, Rama notices that
people are following him and he
tells them: „men and women, go
back“. Persons who were neither
'men' nor 'women' did not know
what to do, so they stayed there.
When Rama was returning a few
years later, he came upon them and
blessed them, saying to them that a
day will come when they will rule
the world.

390
In the Eastern Empire, a law was adopted which
stipulated the death sentence for those persons who „have
given themselves up to the infamy of condemning the
manly body, transformed into a feminine one, to bear
practices reserved for the other sex, which have nothing
different from women. (...) so that all may know that the
house of the manly soul must be sacrosanct to all, and
that he who abandons his own sex cannot aspire to that
of another without undergoing the supreme punishment“
(Romanarum et Mosaicarum Legum Collatio, V, 4, as
cited in Bisexuality in the Ancient World, Eva Cantarella,
Yale University, New Haven, 1991, p. 177.).

Find out more about
Heruls and
ritual warrior-based
homosexuality.
Research who are
Amazons and Scythian
women warriors Oiorpata
from sub-tribes Saka,
Sarmatian, Sauromatian,
Pazyryk from Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, and Mongolia
(http://www.csen.org/
WomenWarriors/Statuses_
Women_Warriors.html).

In the Roman Empire, during
the festivals of
Dionysus/Bacchus,
ithyphalloi (persons of
'female' sex) would dress in
'male' clothes and they would
carry large phalluses while the
persons of 'male' sex would
dress in 'female' clothes.

˛ Gallae (Memorial to a Roman
Archigalla, from the reign of
nd
Antoninus Pius, 2 century n.e.,
Appia Via, now in Antiquarium del
Palatino, in Scala, Florence, Italy)

342 n.e.
Constantine elevates
Christianity to the
level of State religion.

The head of militia in Thessaloniki, Butheric, a Goth,
arrested a famous circus performer who was known for
his femininity. The performer was adored by the masses
and upon learning about his arrest, people rebelled and
killed Butheric. Gothic authorities in turn killed 3000
people as a part of a collective punishment.

Who is
Elagabalus and
how did he
appear in public?

186 b.n.e.
Roman Senate banned
festival of the
worshippers of
Dionysus.

Elagabalus

691
The Council of Constantinopole issued a
decree by which it forbids festivals of
the gods as those festivities are done
contrary to the Christian way of life,
specifically forbidding persons of
‘male’ sex to wear ‘female’ clothes,
and persons of ‘female’ sex to wear
‘male’ clothes.

˛ Jeanne d'Arc enters Orléans,
Jean-Jacques Scherrer (circa 1870),
Musée des Beaux-Arts, Orléans, France

1233
Inquisition.

1492
With the discovery of
America, colonialists do
not accept transgender
persons. They kill them,
call them derogatory names
and spread the hatred in the
name of Christianity.

˛ Balboa killing Berdache, Panama, 1513

1451
Witch hunt was orchestrated
within the Inquisition
(’women' perceived as having
power of changing sex were
proclaimed witches).

1431
Joan of Arc at the age of 19 was burned at stake because
she rejected wearing 'male' clothes and short hair. During
the execution, the flames were extinguished in order to
prove that Joan really was of 'female' sex.

18th century – For thousands of
years, it was believed that only one
sex exists and that persons of
'female' sex have the same genitals
as the persons of 'male' sex (penis
with scrotum was compared in
shape to a uterus and vaginal
opening). The only difference was
that their genitals were inside of the
body and not outside (according to
Nemesius, Bishop of Emesa, 4th
century). It was only in the 18th
century that the discourse of sex
started changing and differences
started to be made and accentuated
between the two sexes in all spheres
of society, mostly in social, moral
and emotional terms, emphasizing
principles of power and gender. The
model of sex as one started
changing into the model of sex as
two. The model of two genders,
meaning gender as passive and
active exists and has existed even
when there was only one sex.

Oscar Wilde

1869
Word homosexuality was coined
(when it first appeared in a pamphlet
which became an open letter to the
German Ministry of Justice).

1897
Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, sexologist
from Germany, founded the Institute
for Sexual Research (Institut für
Sexualwissenschaft). When the
Nazis came to power in 1933, one of
their first actions was to burn this
Institute.

˛ Berdache, Zuni, 19th
century

Magnus Hirschfeld

1910
Magnus Hirschfeld coined the
word transvestism/transvestite.
Romaine Brooks
Romaine Brooks

Who is Staka
Skenderova?
17th century
Punishment for crossdressing in England is
public lynching. In
France, until 1760,
punishment was burning
at the stake.

1848
First conference for women's
rights „Women's Rights
Convention“ was organized in
Seneca Falls , New York.
Who is Frederick Douglas?

First state to have
granted women the
right to vote and
electoral participation
was New Zealand in
1893. South Australia
followed suit in 1894.

1930 - Ovulation
and the way it
functions was fully
researched during
the 1930s. Most
advices given prior
to this in regards to
avoding pregnancy
pertained to having
sexual relations in
the period between
the two menstrual
cycles, which are the
most fertile days and
not the least, as it
was previously
believed.

Jean Genet

Gertrude Stein

1945
Women in exYugoslavia gain
the right to vote.

1939-1944
During Holocaust,
persons of different
origin, status and
characteristics were
marked with different
insignia. A pink triangle
was designated for
homosexual persons in
the concentrations camps.

1966
Dr. Harry Benjamin wrote The
Transsexual Phenomenon, a
psychiatry textbook, which
describes approaches to
individuals who are discontent
with their gender identity. This
textbook has for the first time
reconciled the knowledge and
experience which has for over
two decades been collected in
the fields of psychiatry,
psychology, endocrinology and
surgery assisting persons with
sex transitioning.

Who is Evelyn Hooker?
Who is Janice Raymond and
what is her book,
The Transsexual Empire, about?

Marlene Dietrich

1950s
Earlier translations of the
Bible (Corinthinas 6:9)
featured word „effeminate“.
However, as translations
changed, so did the word
„effeminate“ to „sexual
perverts“ and to „homosexual
perversion“ in mid 1950s.

1930
First sex change surgery
(Germany).

Radclyffe
(Margaret)
Hall

1923
Magnus Hirschfeld
coined the word
transsexuality.
August 19th, 1920
Women in the USA gained
the right to vote. This right
was written in the Constitution
as the 19th Amandment.

In mid 1900s,
psychoanalysis became the
authority in the field of
Psychiatry.

Who are Einar
Wegener
and Lili Elbe?

1968
Olympic Committee
starts chromosome
tests for athletes, not
allowing transexual
and intersex
individuals to compete.

When did women in England
gain their right to vote?
Who is Emmeline Pankhurst?
Who is Christine Jorgensen?

Tracy Chapman

Who is Brandon
Teena?
Who is Matthew
Shepard?

Divine

Brandon Teena

2002
First Pride
in Zagreb,
Croatia.

1993
Cheryl Chase founded the Intersex
Society of North America (ISNA).

1969
Stonewall demonstrations in
New York organized after the
police raid on Stonewall bar.

What is
Transgender
Day of
Remembrance
and who is
Rita Hester?

2003
Bosnia &
Herzegovina adopted
Law on Gender
Equality.

Camp Trans was initiated outside of
the entrance to the Michigan Womyn's
Music Festival as a way of protesting
against their rules that the Festival is
only open to persons born as women.

2008
Women have the
right to vote all
over the world,
except in these
States – Saudi
Arabia, Kingdom
of United Arab
Emirate, Brunei
and Vatican.

Grace Jones

2008
In some states,
homosexulity is
punishable by death
-www.ilga.org/state
homophobia/
StateHomophobia3.
jpg

Alfred Kinsey

Alfred Kinsey completed two
massive studies regarding sexual
behavior. He published them in
1948 and 1953. Kinsey is the
most known for those studies
and the Kinsey scale of sexual
behavior vis-a-vis sexual
orientation. The Kinsey Institute
was founded in 1947 and it still
works on the issues of sexual
behavior, gender and
reproduction
(http://www.kinseyinstitute.org).

1974-1998
Homosexuality
decriminalized
in ex-Yugoslavia.

1994
Transgender activists
protest for being
excluded from the 25th
commemoration of
Stonewall.
Gay Games allow
transgender persons to
compete, no longer
requiring documentation
about completed sex
transition.

Ani DiFranco

2001
The Netherlands legalizes
same-sex marriage.
First Prides were organized
in the post-YU region
(Ljubljana and Belgrade).

2006
Trans group
formed
in Belgrade.

1996 - 1997
Constitutions of the
Republic of South Africa
and Fiji include sexual
orientation as a ground
for non-discrimination.

Ani DiFranco

Look at the following web page in order to see when women around the world gained the right to vote http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/suffrage.htm. In Butan, each household has a right to cast one vote, and mostly men represent that
one vote. In Lebanon, women have the right to vote, but only those who can prove that they are educated. The same rule does
not apply to men. Also, women are not obliged to vote, but men are.

w The No-Nonsense Guide to Sexual Diversity,
Baird, V. (2001).
w Queer Frontiers: Millennial Geographies,
Genders, and Generations, Boone, J. et al. (ed.),
(2000).
w Blending Genders: Social Aspects of Crossdressing and Sex-changing, Ekins, R. & D. King
(ed.), (1996).
w Undoing Gender, Butler, J. (2004).
w In A Queer Time and Place: Transgender
Bodies, Subcultural Lives, Halberstam, J. (2005).
w “Gender Migration: A Sociological Analysis (or
The Leaving of Liverpool)”, in Sexualities 6 (2):
173-194, King, D. (2003).

w Nobody Passes: Rejecting the
Rules of Gender and Conformity,
Sycamore, M. (ed.), (2006).
w That's Revolting: Queer Strategies
for Resisting Assimilation,
Sycamore, M. (ed.), (2006).
w Trans/forming Feminisms:
Transfeminist Voices Speak Out,
Scott-Dixon K. (ed.), (2006).
w Intersex, Harper, C. (2007).

w “Transgendering Citizenship”, in Sexualities 7 (3): 345-362, Monro S. & L. Warren (2004).
w S/he, Pratt, M. B. (1995).
w GenderQueer: Voices from Beyond the Sexual Binary, Nestle, J., Howell, C. & R.
Wilchins (ed.), (2002).

If someone identifies you by sex/gender
without asking you or against your will:
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü

say something
ask a question
identify yourself according to your wishes
express yourself according to your wishes
change forms
ask for removal of binary categories
create your own categories, signs and
messages
Ü talk about it
If you want to respect the right of other
people to self-identify:
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü
Ü

talk to them about it
let them know that you support them
address them according to their wishes
don’t use stereotypical statements and terms
promote diversity and human rights through
things you do and say
Ü talk to other people about it
Ü join actions that represent your beliefs,
principles and values
Ü create your own actions

And further, on your own ...
Women’s Room - Center for Sexual Rights - http://www.zenskasoba.hr
Organization Q - http://www.queer.ba/udruzenjeq/en/udruzenje.htm
Zagreb Pride - http://www.zagreb-pride.net
QESH – The Center for Social Emancipation - http://www.qesh.org
MASSO - http://www.masso.org.mk
Labris – Lesbian Human Rights Organization - http://www.labris.org.yu
KONTRA - http://www.kontra.hr
Gayten LGBT - http://www.gay-serbia.com/gayten_lgbt/index_eng.jsp
Slovenian Queer Resources Directory http://www.ljudmila.org/siqrd/index.php
Serbian Gay and Lesbian Community - http://www.gay-serbia.com
American Civil Liberties Union - http://www.aclu.org/lgbt/transgender
Amnesty International (LGBT) - http://www.ai-lgbt.org
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice - http://www.astraea.org
Belarus LGBT - http://www.pride.by
Campaign Against Homophobia - http://www.kampania.org.pl
Citizens Against Homophobia - http://www.actwin.com/cahp
COC Netherlands - http://www.coc.nl
DC Drag Kings - http://www.dckings.com
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender & Queer Encyclopedia http://www.glbtq.com
Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe - http://www.galz.co.zw
GenderYOUTH - http://www.genderyouth.org
Gender Education and Advocacy (GEA) - http://www.gender.org
GenderCrash - http://www.gendercrash.com
Gender DynamiX - http://www.genderdynamix.co.za
Gender Identity Research and Education Society - http://www.gires.org.uk
GenderPAC - http://www.gpac.org
Genders - http://genders.org
GenderTalk - http://www.gendertalk.com
Gender Trust - http://www.gendertrust.org.uk
GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) - http://www.glaad.org
Global Fund For Women - http://www.globalfundforwomen.org
HRC (Human Rights Campaign) - http://www.hrc.org
Human Rights Watch - http://hrw.org/doc/?t=lgbt
Intersex Awareness Day - http://www.intersex-awareness-day.org/
Intersex Community Forums - Bodies Like Ours http://www.bodieslikeours.org/ forums
IGLHRC (International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Committee) http://www.iglhrc.org

IGLYO (International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth and Student
Organization) - http://www.iglyo.com
ILGA (International Lesbian and Gay Association) - http://www.ilga.org
ILGA Europe - http://www.ilga-europe.org
International Foundation for Gender Education - http://www.ifge.org
International Intersex Organization - http://www.intersexualite.org
Intersex Initiative Portland - http://www.ipdx.org
Ken Vegas - http://www.kenvegas.com
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Organization in Kyrgyzstan http://kyrgyzlabrys.wordpress.com
LGBT Funders - http://www.lgbtfunders.org
National Center for Transgender Equality - http://www.nctequality.org
National Coalition for LGBT Health - http://www.lgbthealth.net
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force - http://www.thetaskforce.org
National Transgender Library and Archive - http://www.gender.org/ntgla
NTAC (The National Transgender Advocacy Coalition) - http://www.ntac.org
Patent People Against Patriarchy - http://www.patent.org.hu
PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) http://www.pflag.org
Queerbodies (youth group – Bodies Like Ours) - http://www.queerbodies.org
Queer by Choice - http://www.queerbychoice.com
Remembering Our Dead - http://www.gender.org/remember/index.html
RFSL - http://www.rfsl.se
Sylvia Rivera Law Project - http://www.srlp.org
Scarlet Letter Project - http://scarletletterproject.com
TransFM Network - http://www.transfm.org
Transgender Education Association - http://www.tgea.net
Transgender Forum's Community Center - http://www.transgender.org
Transgender Law and Policy Institute - http://www.transgenderlaw.org
Transgender Warrior - http://transgenderwarrior.org
The International Journal of Transgenderism - http://www.symposion.com/
ijt/index.htm
Transgender Law Center - http://www.transgenderlawcenter.org
The Gender Anarchy Project - http://a.parsons.edu/~amelia/thesisSite
Trans-Academics.org - http://www.trans-academics.org
Transgender European Network - http://tgeu.net
United Kingdom Intersex Association - http://www.ukia.co.uk
World Professional Association for Transgender Health - http://www.wpath.org

YOUR

RIGHTS

INCLUDE:

A right to your own body, sex,
¦
gender and intersexual characteristics, as
well as dignity, integrity and modification
of the above
¦
A right to self-conception and selfidentification of your sexual identity and
gender identity and their modification, as well
as a right to expect the society to respect your
identities fully

A right to determine and express
¦
your sex, gender, sexual identity and
gender identity, including the right to
sexual and gender ambiguity and
contradiction
Right to a life and enjoyment of life free
¦
from sexual, psychological and physical violence,
maltreatment and mutilation of any kind
¦
A right to one's own choice of
sexuality and sexual orientation free from
having to fit into the existing definitions and
categories
A right to use one's own human rights
¦
which are protected by States' laws and
International Conventions
A right to report every form of
¦
discrimination and violence (regardless of
who is causing it or where it is taking place)
to adequate institutions and organizations
for the protection of human rights
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